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Welcome to Blue Water Design Build’s 
comprehensive guide to transforming your 
basement into a functional and inviting 
space.  

With decades of combined experience and a legacy of excellence, 
Kirk and Donna Gronvold lead our team in delivering unparalleled 
expertise and craftsmanship in every project we undertake.

As a third-generation builder in the Seattle area, Kirk Gronvold 
brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the table. His 
passion for construction runs deep, and his commitment to quality 
craftsmanship is evident in every detail of our work.

At Blue Water Design Build, we’ve tackled countless basement 
renovations, overcoming every challenge imaginable along the 
way. From addressing structural concerns to mitigating moisture 
issues, our team has the experience and know-how to transform 
even the most challenging basements into beautiful and 
functional spaces.

Transforming your basement is more than a 

renovation—it’s the first step in reimagining your 

living space into a home you’ll love.
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Increased Home Value: Finishing your basement adds valuable 
“finished” square footage to your home, significantly boosting its 
overall market value. Whether you’re planning to sell in the future 
or simply want to enhance your property’s worth, investing in 
basement renovation is a smart decision.
 
Expanded Usable Space: From family recreation areas to 
dedicated home offices or guest suites, a finished basement 
provides ample opportunities to create more usable space tailored 
to your family’s needs. Say goodbye to underutilized storage areas 
and hello to a versatile and functional extension of your living 
space.
 
Endless Possibilities: The beauty of finishing your basement lies 
in its flexibility. With endless possibilities at your fingertips, you 
have the freedom to design and customize the space to suit your 
unique lifestyle and preferences. Whether you dream of a home 
theater, a personal gym, or a cozy entertainment area, the sky’s the 
limit when it comes to transforming your basement into a space 
that reflects your vision.

Reasons To Finish Your Basement1
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Understanding Your Basement’s Current Condition

Before embarking on your basement renovation journey, it’s 
essential to understand your basement’s current condition. Our 
team, led by Kirk & Donna Gronvold, will conduct a thorough 
assessment to identify any challenges and opportunities. From 
evaluating structural integrity to assessing moisture and water 
damage, we’ll provide expert insights to guide your project 
forward.

The Importance of a Professional Inspection

A professional inspection is a critical step in ensuring the success 
of your basement renovation. With Blue Water Design Build by 
your side, you can trust that we’ll help you navigate this process 
with ease. Our experienced team will point out opportunities for 
improvement and provide guidance every step of the way.

Assessing Your Basement’s Potential2
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Structural integrity is paramount when renovating a 

basement. 

Our team will evaluate any structural concerns and discuss 
means and methods of workarounds to accommodate your ideal 
layout. Whether it’s reinforcing load-bearing walls or addressing 
foundation issues, we’ll ensure that your basement renovation is 
built on a solid foundation.

Moisture and Water Damage Assessment

Moisture and water damage can pose significant challenges 
in basement renovations. Our experts will conduct a thorough 
assessment to identify any signs of water intrusion or moisture 
buildup. With innovative solutions and proven techniques, we’ll 
address these issues head-on to ensure a dry and comfortable 
basement space.

Q: Can You Fix a Leaky Basement?

Yes! At Blue Water Design Build, we employ a variety of means 
and methods to address leaky basements. From waterproofing 
solutions to drainage systems, we’ll implement effective strategies 
to keep your basement dry and free from water damage.
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Planning the Layout

Designing the layout of your basement is the first step in bringing 
your vision to life. Our team at Blue Water Design Build is well-
versed in local building codes and regulations, ensuring that 
your design meets all requirements while maximizing space and 
functionality. From creating a seamless flow between rooms to 
incorporating your wish list items, we’ll work closely with you to 
design a space that aligns with your lifestyle and preferences.

Enhancing Natural Light

Natural light can transform your basement into a bright and 
inviting space. We understand the importance of maximizing 
natural light, especially in the Pacific Northwest where sunny days 
can be a rarity. Our experts will explore various window options, 
including egress windows for bedrooms, to bring in natural light 
while maintaining safety and compliance. Additionally, we’ll 
incorporate lighting fixtures strategically to brighten up spaces 
and minimize the impact of gray days, ensuring a comfortable and 
inviting atmosphere year-round.

Designing Your Dream Basement3
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Selecting Themes and Aesthetics

Once the layout is planned, it’s time to select themes and 
aesthetics that reflect your personal style. Whether you envision a 
modern, rustic, or eclectic design, we’ll help you explore finishes 
and materials that bring your vision to life. From dark and moody 
spaces perfect for movie nights to light and bright areas ideal for 
a home gym or dedicated office, the possibilities are endless. Our 
team will guide you through material choices for walls, floors, and 
ceilings, taking into account both aesthetics and functionality. If 
sound absorption is a priority for your basement activities, we’ll 
explore options to ensure a comfortable and acoustically pleasing 
environment for all.
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Can I Add a Bathroom to My Basement?

Absolutely, and it’s highly recommended! 
Adding a bathroom to your basement 
not only adds value to your home but also 
enhances convenience for your family and 
guests. Our team will handle all plumbing 
considerations, including bringing in a 
waste-line and ensuring proper tie-ins to 
the main line. When designing basement 
bathrooms, we’ll provide tips to maximize 
space and functionality, whether you 
opt for a ¾ bathroom with a shower or a 
powder bath for added convenience.

Can I Add a Laundry Room to My 

Basement?

Yes, you can! The size of your basement 
will determine the space available for a 
laundry room. Our experts will help you 
design a functional and efficient laundry 
area, complete with utility requirements 
for electrical and plumbing. From full-
size washer/dryer setups to dedicated 
utility sinks and folding spaces, we’ll 
tailor the design to meet your specific 
needs. Additionally, we can incorporate 
space-saving designs such as wall beds to 
optimize guest accommodations without 
sacrificing space.

4 Adding Essential Features
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Creating a Functional Kitchenette or Wet Bar

Consider adding a kitchenette 
or wet bar to your basement 
for added convenience and 
entertainment value. Our team 
will work with you to design a 
modified kitchenette that fits 
seamlessly into your basement 
layout. From under-counter 
refrigerators to dedicated ice 
makers and wine/beverage 
coolers, we’ll help you select appliances that enhance your 
entertainment space. With added features like bar sinks, coffee 
makers, and microwaves, entertaining becomes a breeze without 
the need to run upstairs.

Incorporating Storage Solutions

Storage is key to maintaining 
a clutter-free and organized 
basement space. Our experts will 
explore creative storage solutions, 
including utilizing space under 
the stairs for hidden storage or 
creating custom built-ins and 
closet spaces. Whether you 
need storage for seasonal items, 
household supplies, or wine 
collections, we’ll design solutions that blend seamlessly with your 
basement’s aesthetics while maximizing functionality.
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Permits and Regulations

Before diving into your basement renovation project, it’s essential 
to obtain the necessary permits and adhere to local regulations. 
Building permits, as well as electrical and plumbing permits, will 
be required for your project. Our team will guide you through the 
permitting process, ensuring that your new space meets all code 
requirements and undergoes necessary inspections to guarantee 
compliance.

Egress Requirements for Safety

Safety is paramount when renovating a basement, especially 
when it comes to egress requirements. Bedrooms in the 
basement must have an egress window to provide a safe exit in 
case of emergencies. Our experts will ensure that your basement’s 
egress windows meet code requirements, including specifications 
for window size, maximum height of the window sill, and 
clearance outside the window. With proper egress provisions in 
place, you can rest assured that your basement space prioritizes 
safety for you and your family.

Safety and Legal Considerations5
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Waterproofing and Fire Safety Measures

Waterproofing and fire safety are critical aspects of basement 
renovation to protect your investment and ensure the safety of 
occupants. Our team will implement measures to waterproof the 
space before adding sheetrock and flooring materials, preventing 
moisture intrusion and potential water damage. Additionally, we’ll 
install smoke and CO2 detectors to meet safety regulations and 
provide peace of mind.
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Insulation and Temperature Control

Insulation plays a vital role in maintaining a comfortable and 
energy-efficient basement environment. Our experts will 
install high-quality insulation to regulate temperature and 
minimize heat loss. In the Pacific Northwest, basements tend 
to remain cool, making air conditioning unnecessary for most 
homeowners. However, if you desire additional climate control, we 
can incorporate air conditioning systems during the renovation 
process. Whether you prefer a cozy retreat or a cool escape from 
the summer heat, we’ll tailor the temperature control to suit your 
preferences.

Soundproofing Techniques

Soundproofing is essential for creating a peaceful and enjoyable 
living space in your basement. Our team will implement 
soundproofing techniques to minimize noise transmission 
between floors, ensuring a quiet environment for relaxation, 
work, or entertainment. Dense insulation, such as foam, will be 
strategically installed to create an optimal sound barrier between 
the main floor and the basement ceiling. With our expertise in 
soundproofing, you can enjoy privacy and tranquility in your 
basement oasis.

Enhancing Comfort and Efficiency6
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Flooring Options for Durability and Aesthetics

Choosing the right flooring is crucial for both durability and 
aesthetics in your basement. While carpet offers warmth and 
comfort, it can be challenging to maintain in a basement 
environment. Alternatively, Luxury Vinyl Planks (LVP) provide 
durability and are practically indestructible. However, it’s essential 
to ensure that the floor is level before installation, as uneven 
surfaces can affect the final result. Our team will guide you 
through the flooring selection process, helping you choose the 
option that best suits your lifestyle and design preferences.

Choosing the Right Paint and Wall Finishes

Paint selection plays a significant role in defining the atmosphere 
of your basement space. We recommend choosing paint colors 
after selecting your flooring to ensure a cohesive look. Consider 
lighting conditions and sample colors in the space to see how 
they appear in different light. Opting for a satin finish can make 
cleaning easier and minimize the appearance of blemishes 
compared to a matte finish. Our experts will assist you in selecting 
the perfect paint colors and finishes to complement your 
basement’s aesthetic.

The Finishing Touches7
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Furniture and Decor Tips for Basements

When it comes to furnishing your basement, scale is key to 
creating a comfortable and functional environment. Choose 
furniture that fits the scale of your space, opting for condo-size 
pieces over larger options. Additionally, consider multifunctional 
pieces that can serve multiple purposes, such as a game table 
that doubles as a side table. Our team will provide decor tips to 
enhance the ambiance of your basement, from selecting the right 
lighting fixtures to incorporating decorative accents that reflect 
your personal style.
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The Importance of Hiring Licensed Professionals

When entrusting your home renovation project to a contractor, 
it’s essential to prioritize hiring licensed, bonded, and insured 
professionals. Choosing an unlicensed contractor can pose 
significant risks, including incomplete work, financial loss, and 
legal issues. At Blue Water Design Build, we emphasize the 
importance of professionalism and accountability, ensuring that 
our team is fully licensed, bonded, and insured to provide you with 
peace of mind throughout the renovation process.

What to Look for in a Contractor

Experience, insurance, and reviews are key factors to consider 
when selecting a contractor for your basement renovation. Our 
team boasts years of experience and a track record of satisfied 
clients, supported by positive reviews and referrals. We encourage 
homeowners to research contractors on the Washington State 
website (www.lni.wa.gov) to verify their credentials and ensure 
compliance with state regulations. Additionally, meeting with the 
contractor in person allows you to assess their compatibility and 
communication style, essential for a successful collaboration.

Hiring a Professional Contractor8
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Understanding Quotes and Contracts

Navigating quotes and contracts can be daunting, but it’s crucial 
to have a clear understanding of the terms and conditions before 
proceeding with your project. Our team will provide transparent 
quotes and contracts, detailing all aspects of the renovation 
process, including billing, expenses, and timelines. We encourage 
homeowners to review contracts thoroughly and ask questions 
to ensure clarity and avoid misunderstandings. During the initial 
consultation, we’ll walk you through the contract and address 
any concerns, ensuring a smooth and transparent renovation 
experience from start to finish.
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9

Estimating Costs

Estimating the cost of your basement renovation involves 
considering various factors, including the scope of work, materials, 
and labor. Our team will work closely with you to assess your needs 
and goals, providing a detailed breakdown of projected costs. By 
discussing the scope of work upfront, we can determine your 
financial commitment and ensure transparency throughout the 
renovation process.

Financing Options for Homeowners

Securing financing for your basement renovation is an important 
step in bringing your vision to life. Home Equity Line of Credit 
(HELOC) loans are a popular option for homeowners, offering 
flexibility and competitive interest rates. Additionally, consulting 
with a financial advisor can provide valuable insights and help you 
explore alternative financing solutions tailored to your specific 
needs. It’s essential to line up your financing options before 
construction begins to streamline the process and avoid delays.

Saving Money Without Compromising Quality

At Blue Water Design Build, we understand the importance of 
maximizing your budget without sacrificing quality. Our Design/
Build approach ensures that your project is designed with your 
budget in mind from the outset. By identifying opportunities to 
optimize costs without compromising the end result, we can help 
you save hundreds or even thousands of dollars on your basement 
renovation. Whether it’s selecting affordable finishes or making 
strategic modifications, our team will work diligently to achieve 
your vision within your budgetary constraints.

Budgeting and Financing Your Project
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Conclusion & Recap

The Ultimate Guide to Finishing 
Your Basement

Congratulations on taking the first step towards transforming 
your basement into a functional and inviting space with Blue 
Water Design Build! Throughout this comprehensive guide, 
we’ve covered everything you need to know to embark on your 
basement renovation journey with confidence and ease.

Trust Blue Water Design Build to bring your vision to life and guide 

you through every step of your basement renovation journey. Let’s 

get started so you can enjoy your home in its entirety! Contact us 

today to schedule an initial consultation - 206.783.0381
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Recap

Increased Home Value: Finishing your basement adds valuable 
square footage to your home, significantly boosting its overall 
market value.

Expanded Usable Space: Say goodbye to underutilized storage 
areas and hello to a versatile and functional extension of your 
living space tailored to your family’s needs.

Endless Possibilities: With endless possibilities at your fingertips, 
you have the freedom to design and customize the space to suit 
your unique lifestyle and preferences.

Assessing Your Basement’s Potential: Understand your 
basement’s condition, evaluate structural integrity, and address 
moisture and water damage.

Designing Your Dream Basement: Plan the layout, enhance 
natural light, and select themes and aesthetics that reflect your 
personal style.

Adding Essential Features: Incorporate bathrooms, laundry 
rooms, kitchenettes, wet bars, and storage solutions to enhance 
convenience and functionality.

Legal and Safety Considerations: Obtain permits, meet egress 
requirements, and implement waterproofing and fire safety 
measures to protect your investment.

Enhancing Comfort and Efficiency: Install insulation, regulate 
temperature, and implement soundproofing techniques for a 
comfortable and enjoyable living space.
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The Finishing Touches: Choose flooring, paint, furniture, and 
decor that complement your basement’s aesthetic and enhance 
its ambiance.

Hiring a Professional Contractor: Prioritize hiring licensed 
professionals, consider experience and reviews, and understand 
quotes and contracts.

Budgeting and Financing Your Project: Estimate costs, explore 
financing options like HELOC loans, and save money without 
compromising quality.
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FAQ’s
Here are answers to some additional questions you 

might have about finishing your basement:

Q: What is the best flooring for a basement?

A: The best flooring for your basement depends on factors like 
floor level and moisture. If your basement floor is not perfectly 
level, carpet is a forgiving and affordable option that adds warmth 
and coziness. For imperfect floors, a floating floor can also work 
well. If moisture is a concern, consider Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP), 
which is practically indestructible and moisture-proof.

Q: How long does it typically take to finish a basement?

A: The time it takes to finish a basement depends on the scope of 
work, but generally, it can take around 5 to 6 months from start to 
finish.

Q: Can I finish my basement in stages?

A: Finishing a basement in stages can be challenging and isn’t 
advised. Remodeling typically follows a sequence, and skipping 
over one step can affect the next. It’s best to plan and complete 
the renovation as a whole to ensure consistency and efficiency.

Q: How does finishing a basement affect home value?

A: Finishing your basement can significantly increase your home’s 
value as finished space is typically valued higher than unfinished 
space. It also enhances your home’s desirability to future buyers, as 
they won’t have to worry about finishing the space themselves.

Q: Tips for maintaining a finished basement?

A: Treat your finished basement just like the rest of your home! 
Regular cleaning, maintenance, and attention to any potential 
issues will help preserve the integrity and functionality of your 
newly finished space.
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Glossary of Terms
Definitions of common terms used in basement 

remodeling 

Demo: Short for demolition. Knocking out and removing old 
items, materials, wall coverings, or walls inside the home. It’s the 
first step of the remodel, which opens up and clears the space for 
renovations and upgrades.

HVAC: An acronym standing for heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning. An HVAC contractor handles these systems to 
ensure the house is properly heated, cooled, and ventilated.

Mechanicals: The systems inside the walls and ceilings such as 
electrical, plumbing, and HVAC that essentially power the home. 

Subcontractor: A specialty contractor, like a plumber or 
electrician, who’s hired by the general contractor to perform 
specific work. 

Pulling a Permit: The process of obtaining official approval from 
the local government or relevant authority to carry out specific 
renovations or construction work on a property. 

CAD: Computer-aided design. This is software that is used to 
design/modify spaces to improve communications to everyone 
involved in the project. 

As Built Plans: An accurate drawing of the existing space and how 
it is laid out. This includes doors/windows/electrical. This is required 
by the city to obtain a permit. 

Proposed Planset: This a CAD drawing of the new design/layout 
that is being proposed. The city requires this along with the As 
Built Plans in order to obtain a permit.


